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Kristilee Gintherhas been enjoying her
sophomore year as the Troy Universi8ound
of the South Feature Twirler and the Miss

Majorette of Alabama and has enjoyed

competing for 16 years at AYOP and for 12L
t

years at Twirl Mania and is looking forward
another competitive season and to represen
Troy University as a collegiate twirler. As 3
member of the band, she has maintained a
4.0 GPA, is in the Chi Omega sorority, and f

the VicePresident of the Pre_aw Society. Sh
had the opportunity to travel to New Orleang
and twirl in the Superdome where Troy won
the R & L Carrier Bowl game as the Sunbel
Champions. Her position remains closed un§
she graduates but the band also has 16
majorettes, 16 dance line, and 18 colorguard
making up their 320
member marching

band. Always a
performer, her ,
gymnastics combined
with her twirling abilit
have been a favorite gt
among the crowd ﬁ " el
while performing for

halftime, postgames,
basketball games,
and band shows

throughout Alabama

Game day brings fans to
watch the Husky football
team play, but during half-
time, Catherine Watters
entertains the crowd with her

baton twirling.

Halftime performer is not the
only position she boasts.
Watters will be representing
the United States Senior
World Team in the World Ba-
ton Twirling Championshipg
in April 2012 for NBTA. .

Watters comes from an ath-
letic family. Her father played
college football, and her
mother was a twirler at Penn-
sylvania State University, but
Watters said 6
past had no effect on her d
anything to do with what she didi | wanted to make my own
path, 6 she said. Her mot he
she wanted Catherine to t

her daughter to follow in her tracks.

At the age of 8, Lori Watters took her daughter to various les-
sonsii but Catherine dismissed all other sports. She was too
tall for gymnastics, and ice skating was of no interest to her.
Baton twirling caught her attention with its combination of
rhythmic gymnastics and ballet. Her parents hired Beverly
Johnson, former twirling national champion and a longtime

coach, as Wattersd trainer.
an impact on her and her twirling.

Football season i s Watters?od
still practices with the ba
part of the band, é she said
together during football se
oCatherine is the exxwueéeptiwom
said. 0Sheds doing competit
but thatdéds not what the pub
Wattersd private coach at t
wor ks hard and her deter min
wor ked on, she has made it
sai d. 0She doesndt shy away
di ately. Sheds a very c¢commi
needs to do to reach her go

Watters plans to retire from competitive twirling after graduat-
ing college.
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